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CO-CREATE COMMUNITY CONDITIONS THAT ARE FAIR AND JUSTTO
DRIVE HIGH LEVELS OF HEALTH AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL.

Wello, along with the City of Green Bay, Casa ALBA Melanie, We All Rise African
American Resource Center, and Community Services Agency (COMSA), were
named a 2024 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) Culture of Health Prize
finalist! The Prize honors communities at the forefront of addressing structural
racism and other structural injustices to advance health, opportunity, and equity
for all. Up to 10 communities can receive the Prize with each winner receiving
$250,000. Winners will be announced next summer. Click here to learn more.

Wello received a WI Local Food Purchasing Assistance Community Partner Grant
to support Wello’s Cultivating_Community, a homegrown solution to a community
identified food insecurity need. Wello works with local farmers to directly purchase
and distribute their food to communities in need. We prioritize local, fresh, and
nutritious food to address local hunger and get it to people through existing
trusted, supported channels. This year, Cultivating Community provided food drops
to 15 different sites reaching over 14,000 people.

The City of Green Bay broke ground on the JBS Development on August 27, 2024
on the City’s East side in the Imperial Pride neighborhood. This development
includes building a housing subdivision and park as well as an urban barn which
Wello will provide strategic planning and programming for! This includes
organizing events for the residents of this neighborhood as well as designing and
creating a composting site and prepping the land to be farmed on. Click here to
learn more.

In April of 2024, Wello published the 2023 Wello Community Health and Well-Being
Report. This showcases data collected from Brown County residents 18 years and
older from July 15 - August 31, 2023. The report assesses thriving, struggling, and
suffering, subjective data (how people feel about their lives) in four areas: physical
health, psychological (mental) health, social relationships, and environments as
well as a set of community condition data. This data was also mapped by census
tract into an interactive tool. Wello also formed the Community Measurement
Team to further ground our findings. You can find this and more reports here.

As part of our CDC Reach, Immunizations, System Change for Equity (RISE) Grant
to raise awareness of the Covid vaccine in low vaccinated populations, Wello and
our partners, COMSA and We All Rise African American Resource Center, recorded
a podcast series to explore the ongoing journey in Northeast Wisconsin to co-
create equitable, community well-being including the triumphs, setbacks, and
opportunities ahead. Special thanks to Breakthrough for providing their studio to
record these episodes! You can check out the episodes here.
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https://wello.org/measure/
https://wello.org/2024/09/13/green-bay-and-wello-embarks-on-a-transformative-journey-with-the-jbs-redevelopment-project/
https://wello.org/2024/09/13/green-bay-and-wello-embarks-on-a-transformative-journey-with-the-jbs-redevelopment-project/
https://wello.org/2023/06/20/featured-initiative-food-solidarity-model-to-drive-well-being/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpxJj_OEFwh9tWktq6-wYBcb_OSQ7zD5m
https://wello.org/2024/09/24/wello-and-partners-named-2024-robert-wood-johnson-foundation-culture-of-health-prize-finalist/
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Wello was selected to join the Tufts University Food Innovation Council for our
innovative food systems work and traveled to Boston, MA to network and learn,
attended an American Medical Group Association conference in Washington, DC to
share lessons on community and clinical partnerships to ensure health equity, a
panelist for the National League of Cities annual conference in Atlanta, GA to share
lessons learned on community-led measurement work. Wello’s Executive Director,
Natalie Bomstad, was one of a handful international leaders selected by the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to Re-Imagine Collective Well-Being in the
United States.

The 4th year of the Yield to Your Neighbor campaign continued with the goal of
supporting bike and pedestrian safety. Wello continued it's partnership with local
law enforcement to host Crosswalk Education and Enforcement or “Frogger”
pedestrian safety efforts. The number of participating law enforcement partners
has grown every year with this year reaching 7 departments. Wello also partnered
with Elevate97 to complete a full Yield to Your Neighbor bus wrap with Green Bay
Metro. The bus will be wrapped through January of 2025. The 2024 Yield to Your
Neighbor campaign is supported by an ARPA subaward from Brown County Public
Health. Click here to read more.

Wello was thrilled to produce four episodes of Cook Like A. Champion with Chef
Ace Champion that aired on CW 14! The episodes featured members of Casa ALBA
Melanie, We All Rise African American Resource Center, Asian American Resource
Center, and Wello! These episodes were filmed at Live X. The episodes were made
possible as part of our Cultivating Community project funded wholly by the
Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Endowment. Click here to watch the episodes.

Other accomplishments under Wello’s Cultivating Community include purchasing
beef, bison, and white cornflower from Oneida Nation, contracting with Provident
Health Foundation to provide strategic guidance and resources to start a Farm to
School program in Marinette, Wl and Menominee, MI, and supported the passing of
Assembly Bill 1013 creating a Double Dollars program (known locally as Double
Your Bucks) for the state of Wisconsin to allow families to stretch their grocery
budgets further while supporting local, family farms.

Since the inception of our organization and for over a decade, Wello was located
in downtown Green Bay. In September of 2024, Wello moved to the Prevea Health
Executive Building in Ashwaubenon. Through this partnership, Wello will work with
various departments across Prevea on grants and projects to promote health
equity in our community. This partnership is in full effect as we currently work on a
Wisconsin DHS Heart Health Learning Collaborative Grant.
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https://wello.org/2021/05/10/yield-to-your-neighbor/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpxJj_OEFwh9tD4YVj9ZrKoWUiljUnOEl

